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Documents to Save While Waiting for Immigration Reform 
 

 Documents relating to your entry into the US. This might include your I – 94, visa, or other 

such entry document. In other words, how did you get into the US? Gather the documents 

that prove this. 

 Current and expired passports. Gather all your old/expired passports, and make sure you 

have a current, unexpired passport. Usually, when a person applies for immigration 

benefits, these documents are requested. 

 Documents evidencing presence in the U.S. Expect the USCIS to look into your actual 

presence in the United States, showing the time you lived in the US. Acceptable proof of 

such presence are your income tax returns, school records, credit card records, medical 

records, if any, your Facebook or Twitter accounts and activities. 

 All filings with USCIS. Gather all petitions, applications, and other forms that you have ever 

filed with USCIS. If you don't have those documents, there are ways to obtain them from 

the government. And it is necessary to see your immigration "history," in the same way that 

a doctor might want to see a patient's medical history or file. It is important to see what 

you filed in the past, and the information and documents you previously provided to DHS. 

 All notices, decisions, and denials from USCIS or immigration court. Did you ever file 

something with USCIS and were denied? Were you ever put in removal\ deportation 

proceedings and/or ordered removed/deported? Copies of those documents will be 

important in determining whether that old removal order can be reopened, terminated, and 

the like. You just don't walk into USCIS with a pending removal order. It needs to be 

evaluated and resolved. 

 All criminal records. Were you ever arrested or subject to any kind of criminal/court 

proceedings? Were you charged with or convicted of a crime? Criminal matters could have 

immigration consequences. But while waiting for immigration reform, your criminal 

matters\convictions should be addressed now, by possibly having the criminal matter 

reopened and dismissed, or by any other post-conviction relief. 

 Divorce\remarriage Are you separated from your spouse, and now living with another 

person whom you want to marry and include in your case? Now may be the time to pursue 

a divorce and remarriage, versus waiting for comprehensive immigration reform to pass and 

then start with these "personal" matters. 

 


